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WEIRD, 








OUR STORY BEGINS AS А HUGE GLEAMING SPACE-SHIP HURTLES SILENTLY THROUGH THE EMPTY VOID ОҒ 
INFINITE SPACE TOWARD ONE OF THE MILLIONS OF PIN-POINTS OF LIGHT GLOWING AND SHIMMERING IN THE 


VELVETY BLACKNESS! THIS SHIP IS WO7 LIKE THE THOUSANDS OF OTHERS IN THE SERVICE OF THE //М/7Е2 
GALACTIC EMPIRE THIS SHIP HAS A SPECIAL PURPOSE ALL /75 OWN, THIS SHIP IS A PRISON 


ATTENTION... ALL CREW MEMBERS f APPROACHING 

DESTINATION! REPORT TO YOUR LANDING STATIONS! 

TIME NOW, I700! LANDING TIME, 18507 HAVE PR/SONER, 
READY FOR 2ЕБАЯЖАТ/ОМ/ 





THE u.G.E.—69 HUMMED WITH ACTIVITY AS ITS 
DESTINATION DREW NEARER! ON THE SECOND 
LEVEL, THE PRISONER WAS STRAPPED TO HIS 
SHOCK- COUCH... 


MAKE SURE HIS AAFRNESS | I DON'T UNDER- 





15 SECURE, x-51 f WE 
DON'T WANT ANYTHING 
то #APPEN TO HIM! 


STAND, 7-7! IF THIS 
MAN IS SO DANGER- 
OUS, WHY DO WE 
TAKE SUCH GOOD 
CARE OF HIM? 














THE OLDER GREW MEMBER SMILED //ТНЕМ YOU KNOW AWOTHING, V I THINK WE HAVE Y MAY 1 ТАКЕ 
AT HIS YOUNG ASSISTANT... AND / NOTHING ABOUT 27! TIME BEFORE МЕ | М0ТЕ5,2-7,50 
PATTED HIS SHOULDER... THE PENAL SYSTEM | COULD YOU | LAND! SIT DOWN | THAT I MAY 
AIT TI r OUR GREAT UN/7ED | TELL ме / ON YOUR эноок- | STUDY THEM IN 
THIS AA Лур GALACTIC EMPIRE / ABOUT ІТ? GOUGH АМО I'LL/ MY SPARE TIME 
М/55/0М ON THE HAS DEVISED UNTIL 1 TOO 
PRISON DETAIL. А O НЕ 


EH? 3 FACTS AS VOU, 





OF COURSE, Х-51! AS YOU KNOW, OUR GREAT Vg 


“НЕ WAS SGIENTIST K-I5I ؟‎ НЕ LIVED MANY, MANY 
UNITED GALACTIC EMPIRE IS PRACTICALLY 


EONS AGO, WHEN OUR GREAT GALACTIC EMPIRE WAS 
` ЕРЕЕ OF EVIL IN ANY FORM! PRISONERS STILL_EXPANDING f IT WAS HE WHO FIRST PROVED... 
АНОН АЗ THE ОКЕ E Can TODS THE CRIMINAL AGT... EVIL IN ANY 
RARE THIS DESIRABLE SITUATION САМЕ Ñ FORM... /8 DIRECTLY ATTRIBUTED 70 
ABOUT BECAUSE OF THE RESEARCH OF ў AN ABNORMAL ВРАГМ- STRUCTURE #7, 
AND THIS BRAIN- STRUCTURE... A 
MUTANT CONDITION... 18 


NATURALLY, AT FIRST, K-I5I'S DISCOVERY WAS 015- 
. SCIENTISTS! BUT LATER 


CORRECT, SIR” THE CRIM > 


IT 15 OUR BELIEF, GENTLEMEN? INAL TENDENCY WILL 


THAT А-/5/6 ‘EVIL - 


OF A GRIMINAL IS ALONG 70 HIS 
МОТ ENOUGH, DESCENDENTSZ AND 
ЕН,К-!51?° рде SINGE GAPITAL PUNISH- 
MENT HAS BEEN OUT 











THEN ЛЕ THIS 15 
SO, OUR EMPIRE 
WILL МЕРЕ” 

BE FREE FROM 


`К-15! CONTINUED... 
OF COURSE, THIS CRIMINAL INGLINA- 
TION MAY WOT SHOW UP IN THE 
FOLLOWING GENERATION ! BUT 


SOMEWHERE ALONG THE LINE, 
IT WILL FLARE OUT ONGE MORE f, 














EXACTLY , SIR" 
THE CRIMINALS 
FUTURE DESCEND- 
ENTS W/LL ALSO 
HAVE BEEN £X/LED 
AT THE SAME 


IN OTHER WORDS, K-151, YOU 

THINK THAT IF МЕ ҒА/2Ғ 

EACH CONVICTED 

CRIMINAL TO A DISTANT 

PLANET, CRIME AND EVIL 

WILL 0/5АРРЕАР FROM 
THE EMPIRE 


Y THERE /5 А 


YOU MEANY NO” THAT 15 NOT NEEDED? 


RESTORE | EXILE EACH CRIMINAL 
OUT OF THE EMPIRE ” 
THIS WILL SOLVE THE 

PROBLEM OF FUTURE 


f DEALINGS WITH HIS 
ERE DESCENDENTS 7) 


МАҮ TO 
ELIMINATE 
EVIL FROM 
THE EMPIRE, 

SIR! 


CAPITAL 
PUNISH- 


вит WHAT'S то STOP тніз ЎЗімРіу SUBTRACT 
EVIL SOCIETY... WHICH WILL FROM THEIR EVIL 
GROW ON THIS PRISON rd, BRAINS THE 
PLANET... FROM RETURNING SCIENTIFIC 
PERHAPS DESTROFING OUR „Э KNOWLEDGE WE 
EMPIRE IN TIMES ТО СОМЕ? NOW ENJOY! 





IT тоок 05 MANY MILLIONS OF 
YEARS TO DEVELOP FROM THE 
CAVES THROUGH THE /NDUSTRIAL 
AGE TO THE SC/ENT/F/C AGE! 
IT WOULD TAKE THEM THE SAME 


RETURN THEM 
TO THE 
PRIMITIVE 
STATE, EH? 


IF THEIR MEMORIES WERE ERASED! // 


< 


THEY COULD BE WATCHED 

GLOSELY! IF THEY BEGAN 

TO DEVELOP SPACE TRAVEL 

OR АТОМІС POWER, WE 

COULD DEAL WITH THEM 
ONGE MORE f 


BUT IN THE MEAN- 
WHILE , OUR EMPIRE 
WILL HAVE BEEN 
EVIL-FREE FOR 
THOSE MILLIONS 
OF YEARS! 








THE OLDER CREW MEMBER STOOD 
UP FROM HIS SHOGK-COUGH AND 
STRETCHED! THE YOUNG ONE'S 
EYES LIT UP... 


‘THE VERY FIRST WAS А МАМ? 
HE WAS ARRESTED IN SOLAR 
SYSTEM I7T, PLANET 5 f AT HIS 
TRIAL... 


R-I6'S MEMORY WAS Y 
ERASED THEN НЕ 
WAS TAKEN TO THE 


І SEE 
AND THERE 
WERE 





PRISON -PLANET IN 
А SHIP S/MILAR 
TO THIS ONE! 


THATS WHY THE 
PRISONER SEEMS 
so PRIMI TIVE. 
HE'S BEEN 
RETURNED. 


...WE THEREFORE SEN- 
TENGE YOU, R-I6, TO BE EXILED TO 
THE MEW //.6.£. PLANET- 
PRISON IN SOLAR SYSTEM 
1045\%/...АМО THERE TO 

SPEND THE REST OF 

YOUR MORTAL LIFE 


но? ЕЁ 

15 WOT А5 
PRIMITIVE AS 
THE FIRST 

CRIMINALS THAT 
WERE ЕЛ Ер 


OTHERS? 








`OH,YEsSf THE SECOND EXILE WAS A WOMAN FROM 
SOLAR SYSTEM 92X, PLANET 2...” 


—V-902,T0 BE 
EXILED TO THE 
0.6.Е. PRISON- 

PLANET... 


`Ассово!нв TO /.6.Е:5 RECORDS, R-I6 AND V-902 
BECAME MAN AND WIFE SHE BORE HIM CHILDREN AND 
THE PRISON SOCIETY BEGAN TO FLOURISH MEAN- 
WHILE OTHERS МЕНЕ ARRESTED AND EXILED... ” 
/ WE WILL PLAGE 7/5 PRISONER 
ON ANOTHER PORTION OF THE 
PRISON PLANET f 


WE MUST 

POPULATE ALL 

OF THE LAND 
AREAS.. 


BUT I DO NOT UNDERSTAND, 

2-7! ЕХСЕРТ FOR THE FACT 

THAT THESE EVIL ONES 

WERE EX/LED, THEY WERE 
NOT PUNISHED FOR 
THEIR CRIMES 





THEIR PUN/SHMENT N 
GAME AS EACH 

SUGCEEDING EVIL- 

/ DOER WAS BROUGHT 

ТО THE PLANET-PRISON/ 


THE EXILED ONES' LOT 

GREW WORSE WITH 

LEACH SUCCEEDING 
GENERATION 


OF THEIR SOCIETY 
TODAY, 2-7? 





I WILL GET ТО THAT, "Іт BECAME APPARENT THAT A SYSTEM / WE MUST INSTILL IN THE W£W 
X-511 A/RST , LET ME HAO TO BE WORKED OUT SO THAT EACH / EXILES THE SAME DEGREE OF 
TELL YOU OF THE SUCCEEDING EXILE WE BROUGHT /NTELL/GENCE AS THE MEMBERS 
PROBLEMS THAT COULD £/7 INTO THEIR SOCIETY OF THE PRISON SOGIETY WOW 


AROSE AS THE EVIL UNNOTICED..." POSSESS. 
PRISON-SOGIETY WE MUST CREATE 


кес ш THEY HAVE PROGRESSED N NEW EXILES % A SINTHETIC 
BEYOND THE PRIMITIVE ] WILL BE /NTELL/IGENCE 


STAGE! THEY ARE OUT OF PAT TERN 
DEVELOPING PLACE 
INTELLIGENCE WITH 
BLANKED- 
OUT MINDS 


"FOLLOWING THIS PROCEEDURE, WE CONTINUED TO 

YOU MEAN.THE PRISONER ИЕ ARE Ў EXACTLY! HIS BRING EVIL-DOERS TO THE PRISON-PLANET! THEY 

TAKING IS WNO7 PRIMITIVE ? THAT | SYNTHETIC APPEARED IN THE SOCIETY AS AMNESIA VICTIMS... 

HE REPRESENTS THE LEVEL INTELLIGENCE HERMITE. LONGLOSTTRAVELERSETO Y 

OF THEIR SOCIETY, AS IT IS PATTERN HAS A MEW PROBLEM HAS ARISEN! | THEY MUST ВЕ 
ALREADY BEEN THE PRISON- CIVILIZATION HAS | ARMED WITH 
/NSTALLED BUT | % DEVELOPED ТО A POINT WHERE / SYNTHETIC 
LET ME GO ON... 4 { SUPPLYING THE EXILES WITH 

/NTELLIGENCE 15 

INSUFFICENTI 














YOU ЅЕЕ,Х-51? OUR EXILES COULD NOT] YOU MEAN | | YES THEY WERE SUPPLIED AND OUR PR/SONER 
CONTINUE TO APPEAR А5 MEMORYLESS / THE EXILES WITH EVERY DETA/L OF A HAS THIS MEMORY 
AMNESIA VICTIMS / THERE WERE 700 ACTUALLY PAST WHICH NEVER EXISTED/ | PATTERN 700? 
MANY f INSTILLING SYN THE TIC МЕМ-// WERE GIVEN PARENTS... GRANDPARENTS... 

ORY PATTERNS WAS THE ONLY, FALSE EARLY LIFE RECOLLECTIONS! 

SOLUTION MEMORIES, 





























STRANGELY ЕМОМОН,А5 IN U.G.E'S PREPARE FOR СомЕ,2-7! 
OWN PRIMITIVE PAST, THESE PRIM-| | LANDING f PREPARE / LET US STRAP 
ATIVE PEOPLES ADOPTED NAMES FOR LANDING OURSELVES 
INSTEAD OF SIMPLE CODE гаад № INf IT IS 
NUMBERS” FOR EXAMPLE-. 


ATTENTION, 
ATTENTIONS 
у 


НЕ НА5” АМО IT IS 
TYPICAL ОҒ THE 
DEGRADED SOCIETY 
HE IS TO ENTER! 
CONFUSED. WHY, 
HE ISN'T EVEN SURE 
OF HIS LAST NAME... 

















THE TWO CREW-MEMBERS OF THE U.G.E. PRISON ЖАА5,2-7? WHOLESALE К/Ш/М6,х-51! ONE 
SPAGE-SHIP STRAPPED THEMSELVES INTO THEIR WHAT IS GROUP OF EXILE DESCENDENTS FIGHTS' 
RESPECTIVE SHOCK- COUCHES! Х-51, THE YOUNGER A HAR? WITH ANOTHER, KILLING OFF AS MANY 


ONE, CONTINUED ASKING QUESTIONS... MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSING GROUP 
AS POSSIBLE... 


















15 THE EPITOME OF EVIL f 
THEY DECEIVE .. MURDER... 
LIE... GHEAT... AND WORST 






ME ABOUT THE STATE OF 
THEIR SOCIETY TODAY, 




















THEY WILL NOT SEE US! 
WE LAND ON THE PRISON- 
PLANET'S SATELLITE! НОО 
ON! WE ARE GOING ІМ! 


BUT...WHAT IF THEY 
SEE US LAND? WHAT 
WOULD THEY DO 
To us? 


NOTHING, X-51 f THEY 
SEEM TO BE MERELY 
EXGUSES FOR THEIR 
PENT- UP DEGRADED 
EMOTIONS! OUTLETS 
FOR THEIR EVIL! 







BUT WHAT DO THEY 
GAIN BY THESE WARS, Z-7? 










FORWARD 
TuBES,” 





THE HUGE U.G.E. PRISON- CRAFT 
SLIPPED, ROCKET-TUBES BLASTING, 
TO THE BARREN, PITTED SURFACE 
OF THE PLANET'S MOON... 


THE SHIP'S P.A. SYSTEM EXPLODED-. 
BRING THE PRISONER 
TO THE F/RST LEVELS ( HAPPENS 
PREPARE THE CRUISER 





THE PRISONER WILL 
BE TRANSPORTED TO 
THE SURFACE OF THE 
PLANET BY ONE OF 
OUR SMALLER 
GRUISERS! THERE 
IS LESS CHANCE OF 
OUR BEING SEEN 
THAT WAY. 


Y0U 
STARTED 
TO TELL 
ME ABOUT 
THE NAMES 
THE EVIL 
CIVILIZATION 
ADOPTED... 
INSTEAD OF 
СОРЕ NUMBERS! 


WHAT 


NOW, 
2-7? 








А PORT ІМ THE SIDE ОҒ THE РНІ5ОМ-5НІР OPENED 
AND A SMALL ROCKET CRUISER WAS LOWERED TO THE 





THE PRISONER WAS PLACED ABOARD THE CRUISER 
AND Z-7 TOOK HIS PLACE AT THE CONTROLS... 





SATELLITE'S SURFACE... CREW MEMBERS Z-7 AND 
х-51 WILL ESCORT THE 
PRISONER TO THE PLANET, 


Q 4 
Ç W М 


THE SMALL GRUISER'S ROGKETS EXPLODED АМО THE 
TINY CRAFT SHOT INTO THE BLACKNESS ABOVE IT... 
YOU WILL SOON SEE WT THERE? I SEE IT'S 
THE HORRID PLACE,X-51 ) GREST ABOVE THE 

HORIZON LINE 








Y I 00 NOT SEE THE PRISON- Y ONE SIDE OF THE 
PLANET, 2-7! WHERE IS IT? / PLANET'S SATELLITE 
ALWAYS FACES 
AWAY FROM THE 
PLANET, X-5If МЕ 
HAVE LANDED ON 
THAT SIDE! 
READY, NOW? 













THE HUGE SPHERIGAL SHAPE OF THE U.G.E'S PRISON- 
PLANET ROSE ABOVE ITS MOON'S HORIZON LINE AS 
THE TINY ЅРАСЕ GRUISER SPED TOWARD IT... 


| THERE IT 15,Х-517 YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT 
NAMES. THE PRISON POPULACE САШ. 
THEIR PLANET... 
























EARTH! 









IT...IT LOOKS 50 YB THAT IS BEGAUSE YOU SENSE THE/ DO THEY HAVE 
FOREBODING,.2-7! FESTERING EVIL THAT 15 UPON ІТ SPACE -TRAVEL 


THE MILLIONS OF YEARS OF /NTER- 

MARRYING... THE CONTINUOUS 

ARRIVALS OF NEW EXILES... ALL 

KEEP MOUNTING EVIL UPON 
EE 











NOT XET, MY SON! NOR ATOMIC 
POWER. BUT THE TIME WILL 
COME! PERHAPS THEY WILL 
DESTROY THEMSELVES BEFORE 
ЖЕ WILL HAVE ТО STEP INf 













WHAT IS IT NOW THEY ARE IN ү YOU WERE INTERESTED IN NAMES, 
LIKE DOWN THE MIDDLE OF A Х-51' THE VERY F/RST CRIMINAL 
THERE NOW, | ‘WORLD ЖАР” | SENT HERE, SO MANY EONS AGO, 
2-7? OUR PRISONER IS (У TOOK THE МАМЕ OF 4244” THE 
> GOING TO FIND HIM- ЅЕСОМР...ТНЕ WOMAN... TOOK THE 

SELF A SOLD/ER IN \ NAME OF EVE. 

ONE OF THE OPPOSING 
PARTY'S ARMIES 7 

















НЕ WILL BE LANDED IN AN AREA KNOWN AS Í AND ADOLPH SCHICKLGRUBER | НЕ...НЕ LOOKS 
GERMANY. IM SURE OUR PRISONER'S HIS OR ADOLPH HITLER... EVIL ,2-70 L.1 

ADDED EVIL UPON EARTH WILL HAVE NAME, А5 HE SEES FIT f WONDER HOW MUCH 
ITS EFFECT 7 ІТ 15 NOW THE YEAR 7-7? 
NUMBERED 1914 DOWN THERE f GIVE WHAT 
HIM, SAY /9 YEARS f THEN SEE f WILL 













EFFECT HE WILL 
HAVE? 


м ROUND NUMBERS, Х-517 
-EDITORS- 








THE FOLLOWING "E.C. QUICKIE" SHOWS HOW YOUR EDITORS 
OBTAINED THEIR AUTHENTIC INFO RE PLANET MARS ! МЕ 
GOT THE DOPE THE TIME WE HIRED... 





























[THIS FIRST "E.C. QUICKIE" BEGINS AT THE OFFICES 
OF THE ENTERTAINING COMICS GROUP ON A WARM 
SPRING DAY IN MAY! YOUR EDITORS, BILL AND AL, 
ARE BUSY RAGKING THEIR BRAINS? FOR А NEW IDEA!) 
GET THIS, BILL! WE DO A NO 60007 WE 
SCIENCE-FICTION STORY < COULDN'T 7H/NK OF 
ON SEVENTEEN DIFFER- J SEVENTEEN NEW WANS! 
ENT WAYS THE EARTH N то WIPE OUT THE 
IS WIPED OUT. 6000? J EARTHI WE'VE DONE 
---ҙ IT EVERY СОМСЕ/ АВ ДЕ 
WAY ALREADY 














HMMMNM! YOU'RE RIGHT, 


THIS IS SOMETHING 
LET'S 5ЕЕ” І 607177667) МЕМ? Ç MON WE'VE 


THIS. THERE'S THIS 
SCIENTIST SEE... ANO 
HE'S GOT A FEMALE 
ASSISTANT. SHE'S 
GORGEOUS HE'S 
MARRIED TO A SWREW. 
NOW, WHEN THE STORY 


OVERDONE 7/47 ONE 
TOO! WHAT WE NEED IS 
SOMETHING 0/FFERENT... 
SOMETHING AUTHENTIC 
LIKE A...LIKE А 20С0- 
MENTARY OF THE 
FIRST LANDING 
ON MARS 














GEE МЕ COULD 
DEVOTE A WHOLE 
BOOK то IT!I 
САМ SEE ІТ NOW. 


HEY! THAT'S 67-477. 

MARS ЕН? А 2000- 

MENTARY ,EH?REALLY 
AUTHENTIC EH? 





AW, CUT /T 0077 
ГИ SERIOUS 





“А DOC- 
UMENTARY 
OF THE 
ACTION AT 
THE CHANGJIN) 
CANAL!“ 


HOW DO? I'M 
BILL. SERIOUS, 
EH? ANY RELA- 
TION TO DEADLY 
SERIOUS, THE 
) NOTORIOUS HATCHET. 
7 SCIENTIST: KILLER, 
— WHO, BACK IN THE 
£ TWENTY- FIFTH 
CENTURY, HACKED 
OUT A NAME FOR 











OH COME IT WASN'T THAT HILARIOUS?) 
ALTHOUGH I MUST ADMIT THAT AT 
TIMES MY SOPHISTICATED WIT 
AND CLEVER REPARTEE PRODUCE 
REACTIONS SOMEWHAT RESEM- 

BLING OUTBURSTS OF LAUGHTER... 











SIMPLE! WE'LL 
GET THAT 
EXPERT ON 
MARS TO СІУЕ US 
THE LOWDOWN. 

YOU KNOW! THAT 

GUY THAT WROTE 

ALL THOSE 20005 
ABOUT THE PLACE! 

с HE'S MADE A L/FE'S 
STUDY OF THE 
PLANET! HE'D BE 


ALL RIGHT, YOU SOPHISTICATED 

WIT! TELL МЕ ДОЮ WE'RE 

GOING TO WRITE AN AUTHENTIC 

2O0CUMENTARY ABOUT THE FIRST, 

LANDING ON WARS, WHEN МЕ 

DON'T KNOW BEANS ABOUT 
THE PLANET! 











ЕН? WHY,..WHY ... 
YOU MEAN? YOU 
MEAN WAE 'LL WANT... 


SCROOGE , ARE WE GOING ТО 
PAY THIS EXPERT WITH. 


















WHY DON'T I LEARN 
70 KEEP MY 8/6 


WANT THE REAL 
MOUTH SHUT? 


THING / FAT...GREE! 





Вот NEVERTHELESS, THE IDEA IS А 600D ONE ... SO (не sai s/r он/2АУК YOU! JC MON, PROF! 

















FORSAKING ALL OF OUR TREASURED IDEALS, WE DECIDE | 0W¥M,PROFESSOR!) NOW, IN MY YOU DON'T 
TO HIRE THE EXPERT ОМ MARS ANYWAY... EVEN IF IT k FURST BOOK J | ACTUALLY НОГО | 
WILL COST... ON MARS, г. 70 THAT OLD 
BILL THIS IS PROFESSOR Ж #/,PROF! J VOT HE ll А ROUTINE ABOUT 
GUERNSEY ИОМ HOLSTEIN, ) GRAB А SAY? ; [QUESTION ОҒ DE THE CANALS? I 
THE EM/NENT ASTRON- < CHAIR б CANALS... THOUGHT THAT 
OMER AND UND/SPUTED 2 амо 2207 JIS | К EO OEE ОШ 


CHAMPION EXPERT 
ON THE PLANET MARS. 











сіз 














он, /О/ ОЕ CANALS... NOW, ТЕЕ YOU 155 YOU MEAN, | | он, //0/ MARTIANS | AND WHAT'S 
ISS CANALS, MISTER у GOING ТО DRAW А THEY A/N'T | | 155 EXACTLY LIKE THAT, 
GAINZ! UND ON DE MARTIAN, YOU ISS ,) | HUMAN BEEENGZ./ | PROFESSOR?) 
GANALS 155 60/- HAVING ТО DRAW | ZEPT FOR VON әш 

204.457 YOU KNOW! HIM JOOST LIKE 

GENTLY FLOWING 

ОРЕН DE PURPLE 





VEN A MARTIAN 155 GETTING EXC/TED, WE САМ? KICK HIM 
OUT FROM HIS HEAD 1S POPPING TWO OUT! МЕ SIGNED А 
LITTLE ANTENNAS I THE CHARGE CONTRACT HE'S 607 
FROM ANGER ISS THEN SHOOTING ТО DO THE JOB fIF HE 
ACROSS FROM VON АМТЕММАТО ИЙ DOESN'T ме 60 fl 
DE ODDER/ ISS,LIKE YOU SAY. BANKRUPT 
BLOWING OFF STEAM SUCH 

A PRETTY SPARK, ТОО! А 














Амр so, PROFESSOR GUERNSEY VON HOLSTEIN SETS 
TO WORK ОМ THE SCRIPT FOR THE SPECIAL ISSUE 
ABOUT MARS! TWO DAYS LATER, HE'S BACK IN OUR. 








BILL POURS OVER THE SCRIPT! FIRST THERE 15 THE 


INK BOTTLE ON HIS DESK! 7/Д7 POURS OVER IT! 
THEN THERE'S THE BICARB WATER... 





OFFIGE: IN TWO 
DAYS YOU TYPED UP. 


OKAY f OKAY 
LET'S STOP 


AROUND! 
LEMME SEE 


WHAT YOU MEAN TO ABZOLUTELX 7 AH! YOU 
TELL ME THAT 74/5 MISTER ВАІМ2/ / JUST DIS- 
GARBAGE 15 THESE ARE COVERED 
SCIENTIFIC FACTS NEFER  “NEM,EH ? 
BEFORE DISCLOSED, 





FOR THE PROPER 
PERIODICAL IN VICH 
то PUBLISH THESE 
TRUE FACTS 


BOOKS ARE| 
/T Ен? 








BOOKS! І HAF 
VAITED A LONG 
TIME FOR DIS 
VONDERFUL 
HOPPORTUNITY. 


AND I'VE 
WAITED “N THROUGH 
WASHED UP 
AS FAR AS 
YOUR CON= ` 
TRACT 16 
CONCERNED, 
YOU CANSUE 
МЕ IF YOU LIKEf 
т'м NOT PRINTIN( 
THIS ROTI 


IT? VOT DO OU 
KNOW? Г AM DE 


TO TELL YOU HEXPERT.. NOT 


THIS, 
PROFESSOR”, 











I'M EXPERT ENOUGH TO KNOW THAT 
THIS IS ALL HOGWASH! РТР 
WATERED CANALS 7 60М004.457 


ІМ AFRAID 
YOU ARE 
VERY WRONG, 


MARTIANS THAT LOOK LIKE HUMANS MISTER GAINZ! 


PHOOEY f I'LL TELL YOU WHAT 
MARS IS LIKE IT'S RED...RED SAND. 
ANO THEY AREN'T CANALS THEY'RE 

CANYONS...FAULTS... CAUSED BY 
THE DRYING ОЕ THE CRUST... 


уот 7 54У 
IS TRUE, 
I KNOWS 





PROFESSOR HOLSTEIN'S FACE GROWS QUITE RED AS 
HE SPEAKS! HE IS AWFULLY ANGRY! AND THE SPARK 
THAT SHOOTS ACROSS THE TWO ANTENNAE THAT POP 
FROM HIS HEAD IS INDEED... VERY PRETTY... 


É YOU ZEE, MISTER GAINZ f 
1 AM А MARTIAN! I 
SHOOOD KNOW! 





ОҒ COURSE, МЕ МЕКЕ ONLY KIDDING IN THAT FIRST "E.C. 
QUICKIE"! WE GOT THE STRAIGHT DOPE A COUPLE ОҒ 





WHEN WE RAN... 





MONTHS LATER 





Шая 








Шу 
7 
| 


4 
































HIS SECOND “Е.С. QUIGKIE” STARTS ІМ THE SAME 
PLAGE...0UR OFFIGES! WE/RD SPACE-OPERAS 
NUMBER 69 IS FINALLY FINISHED... 





WELL , BILL! THAT'S 
THAT. WHEW .f THIS 
ONE WAS REALLY 














MR. "MUSCLES 
(1 САМ MAKE MEW OUT 
OF YOU SGRAWNY HALF 
PINTS IN S/X HOURS) 
MCGEE HAS JUST 
CANCELLED HIS AD 
FOR WS-O#69, SIR 


К 


(ІІ! 


ке ү 


/ ішу! 




















[вооо LORD! 
THAT LEAVES 
US WITH PAGE 





I GOT IT! ме NO HEY! т бот JUST 
PHONY UP AN THE THINGILETS 
WITH SOMETHING! THE М0/5Е; | | А0! YOU KNOW! ) ADVERTISE А 
THINK, MAN! THINK, r ALREADY! AS А 646/ ROUND-TRIP < 
EXCURSION 
















HIS COBWEBBY OLD BOARD... 







Ді. GRABS A SHEET OF ILLUSTRATION BOARD,WHIPSJ 
OUT HIS RETIRED OLD BRUSH, 





"$200 ROUND TRIP 
HEY! THIS 15 GREAT, 






"SEE THE WOON ON THE кей 
NO EXTRA CHARGES ONE L. 
PRICE INCLUDES ALLL 






AND SITS DOWN AT 








PUT THIS DOWN! ‘LEAVING 
AUGUST 8TH...FOR NINE 
WHOLE DAYS OF GLOR/OUS 








SUMMER TIME VACATIONING. 


‘FARE INCLUDES 
MEALS AND 7/0 
DAYS АТ А REPU- 
TABLE MARTIAN 
HOTEL... 





























WAIT A MINUTE! WHERE'S 
THIS EXCURSION LEAVING 
FROM, AND WHAT'S ITS 





AW, WE'LL МАКЕ UPA N | LEAVES AUGUST STH FROM Y GREAT GAG, BIL! 
МАМЕ AND PLAGE LETS] | GREENGRASS CEMETERY.. / GREAT / HOW'S IT 
SEE... Г 607 /7/ TRANS | MAUSOLEUM "MARS". LOOK? I 
8.00 РМ. SHARP" SKETCHED IN A 
THAT LL ТІР "ЕМ OFF PIGTURE OF A 
IT's PHONY HONEYMOON 
COUPLE BY 
А CANAL 














So THE GAG-AD 15 PRINTED IN OH,I ALWAYS GIVE THIS | [WHAT САМ WE | OH, YOU'VE DONE 
WS-0 #69! WE'RE SO BUSY WITH READ Е.С. MAGS! / МАМ A BOX D0 FOR YOU, ENOUGH ALREADY 
THE NEXT ROUND OF MAGS, WE THEY'RE MY OF MARSH- l You DOLL? IN FACT I 

6 


PROMPTLY FORGET ABOUT IT...UNTIL. FAVORITES. _AMALLOWS, AL f 


15 THIS THE HEY, BILL 
OFFICES OF THE ) А READER. > 
ENTERTAINING К 
COMICS GROUP? YOU 
MEAN, 
THERE 
REALLY 


WONDER HOW І 
CAN EVER REPAY 





























JUST KEEP BUYIN’ AF YOU'VE CHANGED МҮ „LET'S NOT 

Е.С.) CHUM THAT'S ) WHOLE LIFE. I OWE GET DRAMATIC, WP 42.1 MIGHT NEVER HAVE 

THE BEST WAY.. EVERYTHING TO YOU! BUB! OUR STUFF MET HER! 
MY WHOLE FUTURE HAP- 15 GOOD, BUT AD? МЕТ HER? 
PINESS... EVERYTHING 7. IT AIN'T THAT WHAT'S THIS 
САМ І EVER THANK YOU? ALL ABOUT? 





MY WIFE. І МЕТ HER ON THE ш - 
TOUR. SHE'S THE MOST 5 /`) SHE COMES IN! HER THIRD EYE WINKS AT US КМОМ- 


BEAUTIFUL MARTIAN YOU INGLY SHE EXTENDS HER TWO RIGHT HANDS AND МЕ 
EVER SAW AND AFTER А SHAKE THEM TIMIDLY... 
WHILE, YOU GET USED TO 4 
THE THREE EYES... AND THE тив SLADE 
FOUR ARMS мү WIFE. WE BOTH 
З WANT TO THANK YOU 


у> FOR ADVERTISING THE 
ТЯАМ5-5РАСЕ MARS 
EXCURSION ТОИР оноу YOU 
WERE WRONG ABOUT THE TIME! 
О РМ! 














YOUR NAME IS DOCTOR ANNETTE BEARD! RIGHT АТ 
THIS MOMENT, YOU ARE STANDING IN THE MIDDLE ДЕ 
TIMES SQUARE IN THE HEART ОҒ NEW YORK CITY 
AND ALL AROUND YOU 15 SILENCE ...THE SILENCE ОҒ 


OH, LORD! WILL I EVER 8 


FIND ANOTHER HUMAN 


ЕЗ, DOCTOR BEARD! AT THIS MOMENT, MORTAL FEAR 
GRIPS YOUR HEART! THE TERROR OF LONELINESS 
CHILLS YOUR SPINE! FOR FOU, DOCTOR, ARE THE 
ONLY LIVING CREATURE ALIVE IN THE WHOLE 


CLOTHES...BUT 
.50В...6000 IS IT? 








You GROSS THE SILENT SQUARE, SKIRTING THE UNFOR-| 
TUNATE PEDESTRIANS WHO FELL WHERE THEY STOOD 
WHEN IT HAPPENED! THEY LAY NOW IN GROTESQUE POSI- 
TIONS...SHRIVELING... DRYING UP... 


Й NOT EVEN A GERM LEFT ALIVE 
TO ДЕСАУ THESE CORPSES... 
TO ROT THEM! /NSTEAD,THEY 
JUST DRY UP... SHRIVEL ...TILL 
THEY LOOK ШКЕ WUMM/ES. 


YES, DOGTOR ANNETTE BEARD THE WHOLE 60720 
15 YOURS YOUVE /WNHERITED IT... ALL FOR YOUR 
SELF YOU MOUNT THE STEPS TO THE ONGE-FAMOUS 
HOTEL GRAND AND ENTER THE PLUSH FOYER / THE 
DESK CLERK'S PARTGHED FACE LEERS UP AT YOU 
FROM HIS SPRAWLED POSITION ACROSS THE COUNTER... 


NOT EVEN A 006... А GAT... 
A RAT NOT EVEN А 











NOTHING NOT ONE SINGLE, 
SOLITARY LIVING THING 
ЕХСЕРТ FOR YOU. YOU STEP INTO 
THE ELEVATOR AND TAKE IT UP TO 
THE PRESIDENTIAL SUITE... 
7 WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE 
АТОМІС POWER PLANTS RUN 
DOWN? THEN EVERYTHING 


ESf RIGHT NOW, EVERYTHING 
CONTINUES TO ОРЕНАТЕ”І16НТ5 
STILL GLOW! TRAFFIC SIGNALS 
STILL BLINK RED...THEN GREEN АТ 
THE DEAD-STOPPED TRAFFIC! EVEN 
ELEVATORS STILL RUSH UP AND 
DOWN AT THE TOUGH OF А SWITGH 


I'M 50 7/RED/I 
COULD SLEEP FOR 


EATING SYSTEMS STILL FUNCTION!| 
AIR-CONDITIONING SYSTEMS STILL 
GOOL! BURGLAR ALARMS STILL GO 
OFF WHEN YOU BREAK INTO STORES 
IN SEARCH OF FOOD! AND THE 
FROZEN FOOD LOGKERS STILL WORK 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED IS AT YOUR 


FINGERTIPS 
WELL“ HERE IT/S/ 


WILL STOP WORKING. 


YOU FALL UPON THE SOFT BED OF THE HOTEL GRANT'S 
MOST EXPENSIVE QUARTERS! YOU' RE EXHAUSTED FROM 
YOUR LONG TRIP / BUT YOU CANNOT SLEEP YOU LIE 
THERE... LISTENING... LISTENING TO THE SILENCE... THE 
HORRIBLE, ENDLESS, NERVE - WRACKING SILENCE. 


THE PRES/DENTIAL 


YES, ANNETTE, IT /S TOO LATE! LIFE HAS PASSED 
YOU BY YOU'LL GET МО MORE CHANCES THE 
МЕМ ARE DEAD...ALL OF THEM! THE WEN YOU 

LL DEAD AND 


OH,IF ONLY I KNEW THEN 





40877 EVERYTHING 20877 MY 
CHANGES ... WASTED. OH, IVE 
BEEN SUGH A FOOL. AND 
IT's 700 LATE 


WHAT I KNOW WOW... THE 
MISERY OF LONELINESS. 
THE AGHE OF UNFULFILLED 
DESIRE... 








REMEMBER HOW IT WAS, ANNETTE? REMEMBER HOW Í REMEMBER HIS WARM BREATH ON YOUR CHEEK 
DOCTOR GRANGER PLEADED WITH YOU? IT WAS AT BUT ALL WORK AND \ PLEASE, DOCTOR 
THE ATOMIC ENERGY COMMIS SIONS SECRET PLANT NO PLAY, DOGTOR... GRANGER! I FIND МО 
IN THE MID-WEST f REMEMBER HIM, ANNETTE... ? YOU KNOW THE | REASON то 2/5С055 
М / 7 
YOU'VE вот ME BAFFLED, / REE SION: о THIS ANY LONGER. 





DOCTOR BEARD! YOU'RE | /NTEREST МЕ, `Ë 
AN А77#АСТ/УЕ WOWAW/ | DOCTOR GRANGER! 
I GAN'T UNDERSTAND YOUR MY WORK IS FAR 

ATTITUDE MORE IMPORTANT! 


„НОМ ANGRY НЕ GOT...? 


FOR PETE'S SAKE,) LOVE IS 
ANNETTE f CAN'T 

YOU SEE ГМ AND ZM WILD... "UU GONVINGE YOU THAT 
CRAZY. ABOUT C'MEREf 1 AM МОГ JOKING, 
You? Г LOVE Съ) Z DOCTOR! 
уои” ss / 





REMEMBER HIM, ANNETTE? YOU PUT HIM IN HIS PLACE 


THAT DAY, DIDN'T YOU? BUT НЕ KEPT ON ANNOYING BEARD ? YOU 00 FEEL DIFFERENTLY NOW, DON'T 
YOU AFTER THAT! YOU'RE SORRY ANN, AREN'T YOU? Í Í YOU? TOO BAD YOU DIDN'T FEEL THIS WAY THAT NIGHT 
SOMEDAY YOU'LL CHANGE, MY NAME 15 какшыыш айырыр 
АММЕТТЕ f SOMEDAY YOU'LL DOCTOR BEARD, WELL! THAT DOES IT, | IWELVE- 
FIND OUT WHAT LOVE DOCTOR GRANGER! DOCTOR WILLNER! THE THIRTYS AFTER 
REALLY MEANS IF YOU WILL Шын 2LUE-PRINTS OF THE MIDNIGHT. YOU 
ADDRESS ME 7 COUNTER-RADIATION CERTAINLY DO 


AS SUGH... CHAMBER ARE FINISHED! 


HE WAS RIGHT THOUGH, WASN'T HE, DOCTOR 








I FIND GREAT LOOK! WHY 
COMFORT IN NOT CALL 
WORKING HARD, 


70 
DOCTOR WILLNER! 


GOING TO BE A VERY 


I SEE М0 / АММ/ YOU'RE 
REASON | DRIVING МЕ NUTS 


OON'T TRY TO BUT, ММУ I 
(PSYCHOANALYZE ME," LOVE YOU! 
DOCTOR WILLNER! /DOESN'T THAT 
г AM WHAT I AM/ 2 MEAN ANY- 
SHALL WE CALL THING TO 
/7 А MIGHT? you? 


WHAT /5 IT? WHAT 
HAPPENED TO YOU 
TO WAKE YOU 
THIS WAY? 


IF DOCTOR WILLNER ONLY KNEW HOW Л/бУ/7 HE WAS 


ВАСК THEN, ЕМ, ANNETTE ? ОҒ COURSE,HE NEVER 
J LONELY WOMAN, DOCTOR 


BEARD! 6O0D-NIGHT “ 


YES, DOCTOR! THEY'RE ALMOST \ I BEG YOUR 
А5 STRONG AS THE WALLS YOU'VE PARDON, 


BUILT AROUND YOURSELF WR. FORBES? 


Í“ 


DREAMED YOU'D ВЕ 7У/8 LONELY AND REMEMBER 
ROGER, THE ENGINEER IN CHARGE OF THE CON- 
STRUCTION ОЕ THE COUNTER-RADIATION CHAMBER, 
ANN? AE FELL IN LOVE WITH YOU, 700// REMEMBER 


THAT DAY WHEN YOU INSPECTED THE FINISHED 
STRUCTURE...? 


ШИ #ELL, DOCTOR EXCELLENT, MR. FORBES! THESE 
Щ BEARD! WHAT ро) SEVEN-FOOT- THICK LEAD 
YOU THINK, WALLS WILL BLOCK OUT ANY 


| RADIATION FROM Ғ/55/0М484.Е 


ABOUT YOU, ANN! I DON'T | MAKING MY OWN 
BEL/EVE YOU MEAN DECISIONS, MR. FORBES 
THE THINGS YOU 54// YOU ...ALL МЕМ... 
HAVE М0 PLACE 
IN WY LIFE 


YOU KNOW HOW I 9) І АМ CAPABLE ОҒ 





CHANCES, ANN! CHANCES WASTED AND NOW IT's) ( AND WHAT AN EXPLOSION IT WAS,EH, ANN?THE W#/OL £] 
700 LATE. REMEMBER THE DAY THE SLOW-UP AEC 'S SECRET PLANT WENT UP (N ONE MUSH 
CAME? YOU WERE /NS/DE THE LEAD-WALLED 20M OF SMOKE ° 
COUN TER-RA DIATION CHAMBER, PLANNING THE N UT 72 ⁄ 
STORAGE ОҒ THE FIRST ВАТСН OF FISSIONABLE \ 6 } 
MATERIAL... сиг UH ? WHAT WAS š 


THAT? SOUNDED 
LIKE AN ЕХР205/0М/7 


YOU FINALLY VENTURED FORTH EVERYTHING WAS IN RUINS? FOR 
FROM THE LEAD-WALLED STRUCTURE Ў Í MILES, YOU COULD SEE NOTHING 
WHEN THE PANGS ОҒ HUNGER BUT DESOLATION! DESOLA-. 
TION AND DEATH... THE DRIVER 15 JZ 


I HAVE TO GET АМАУ FROM š EO. FROM 


HERE... TRAVEL £4S7/ Е RADIATIONS 
HAVE TO FIND SURVIVORS, 





AND THEN AS YOU TRAVELED EASTWARD, RUNNING 
EAGH CAR TILL IT WAS OUT OF GAS,YOU REALIZED... 
EVERYONE... EVERYONE HAS Ж». "күн GERMS NO 
BEEN 4/42/07 NOT ONE ЖШ š à LONGER EXIST 
SIGN OF LIFEf 2 š 


Ано AS THE DAYS PASSED, AND THE GORPSES BEGAN 
TO SHRIVEL, YOU REALIZED... 











AND NOW YOU'RE IN NEW YORK! 
AND EVERYWHERE THE STORY HAS 
BEEN THE SAME f DEAD WHERE 
THEY'D FALLEN WHEN THE EXPLO- 
SION HAPPENED! EVERYONE, NOT 
ONE LIVING SOUL LEFT. АМО 
YOU'RE ALONE. 


SUDDENLY THE ENDLESS, 
THICK SILENGE IS EXPLODED BY 
A DISTANT RINGING... 5 ІТ 





AGAIN AND AGAIN THE RINGING 

ECHOES THROUGH THE DEAD HOTEL. 

RR: 

7 шм. A PHONE 
A PHONE 

15 RINGING 

SOMEWHERE] 





E | 
YOU HURRY DOWN HALLS...RACE DOWN STAIRS... TRYING 
TO TRACE THE SOURCE OF THE DELIRIOUSLY WONDER- 











SOMEONE... SOMEONE ELSE 15 AL/VE/ 
OH, THANK GOD! THANK 600” 


AND THEN YOU DISCOVER THE JANGLING 
PHONE! A BOOTH IN THE LOBBY! YOU LIFT 


WAIT! PLEASE” KEEP RINGING T LL FIND 
EP RINGING 





A MAN'S VOICE. А MAN... 
ALIVE. YOU ALMOST SCREAM 
WITH DEL/GHT.. 


TERRIBLY 
SORRY! I 
45%. MUST HAVE 


OOES IT MATTER? 
т'м А WOMAN... I'M 








ALIVE МҮ МАМЕ 


HUH? Е! 
МЕУ 15 ANNETTE 


ИНАГ 
NUMBER 


мо” NO THIS 15 
ANNETTE... 
ANNETTE 
BEARD Oh, 
THANK 
HEAVENS. 


THE WRONG 














MAD JOURNEY! 


MY NAME 15 RODNEY SIMON! YES, I'M THE 
SAME RODNEY SIMON WHO BUILT AND HELPED 
MAN THE FIRST ROGKET-SHIP EVER TO REACH 
VENUS! YOU'RE WONDERING WHATEVER HAPPENED 
ТО ME,AREN'T YOU? WELL, I'LL TELL YOU THE 
WHOLE STORY! BUT LET ME BEGIN AT THE BEGIN- 
NING IT WAS BACK IN 19537 AT THAT TIME І 
WAS PRESIDENT OF CROWN OIL COMPANY. 


J on, yes! JEFFREYS! YOU J THANK YOU, MR. 
ASKED FOR AN SIMON fI'M GRATEFUL! 
APPOINTMENTS THAT YOU'VE GIVEN 
СОМЕ IN! SIT DOWN! ME THIS 7/МЕ/ 


WELL, WHAT'S UP, ¥ NOTHING LIKE 7747, SIR? 
JEFFREYS? SOME- IT..IT'S..IT'S ABOUT 
THING WRONG А 0/5СОИЕРУ IVE MADE 
DOWN AT THE I THINK IT WIGHT 

ВЕ MPORTANT/ 








J WELL,SIR I'VE 
FOUND THAT IN THE 
WHAT A/IND J REFINING OF #/6// 
OFA OCTANE GASOLINE 
DISCOVERY? Р FOR OUR ARMED 
FORCES ORDERS, 
CERTAIN GASES FORM 
WHICH ARE ALLOWED 
TO ESCAPE У 


IM AWARE J WELL, SIR! I'VE САР- 
OF THAT, DTURED SAMPLES OF 
JEFFREYS! f THESE ESCAPING 


15 NEW 7 ITs MOLEC 
ULAR STRUCTURE 15 4) 
UNKNOWN. IVE SUC 
CEEDED IN L/QU/F YING 
THIS NEW OAS 7 


THEN I COMB/NED THIS 

LIOUIFIED NEW GAS 
WITH 2/00/20 OXYGEN... 
AND /GNITED 117 


SURE THIS FORCE! I HAVE А FRIEND 
OUTSIDE WHO CAN EXPLAIN MUCH 4 
BETTER THAN I THE S/GN/F/CANCE 
OF THE RESULTS. MAY І BRING 


HIM IN? 224 


\ 
1 


С 
Ф а 


W 


| 


EDDIE...I MEAN МА. JEFFREYS, HERE ... HAS 


BEEN EXPERIMENTING WITH 7004675 АТ 
WHITE SANDS 1 UP TO NOW WE HAVE BEEN 
UNABLE TO SEND A ROCKET OUT OF 


JEFFREYS WENT OUT AND BROUGHT IN A TALL, 
LEAN DARK-HAIRED MAN... 


MR. SIMON f THIS 15 ALAN 
CORLIN НЕ 15 А SCIENTISTA PLEASURES, 
ASSIGNED TO THE USAF 
ROCKET EXPERIMENTAL 
STATION AT WHITE 


I THINK YOULL 
BE VERY PLEASED 
WITH WHAT I 
HAVE ТО 7ELL 








YES? YOU SEE, UP TO NOW, THE #257 FUEL AV4/¿ - 
ABLE WAS CAPABLE OF SUPPLYING A ROCKET 
WITH AN EXHAUST VELOC/TY OF A LITTLE OVER 
TWO MILES PER SECOND SINGE A ROCKET MUST, 
ATTAIN A VELOCITY OF SEVEN MILES 
РЕР SECOND IN ORDER TO ESCAPE 
FROM THE EARTH'S GRAVITATIONAL 
FIELD ,THIS PRESENTED QUITE 

A DRAWBACK 





USING A FUEL WITH AN EXHAUST VELOCITY OF TWO 
MILES PER SECOND, IT WOULD BE NEGESSARY ТО AND LEAVE THE EARTH'S 
BURN FOUR HUNDRED AND ONE POUNDS_OF GRAVITATIONAL PULL, 
THIS FUEL FOR EVERY POUND OF LOAD JES. THAT'S WHY THE V-2 ) VELOCITY 
IN ORDER TO ATTAIN THIS ESCAPE YOU MEAN ) FIZZLES OUT ABOUT EIGHTY 4 OF SEVEN 
VELOCITY OF SEVEN MILES PER] „А ОМЕ TON Q мцЕ5 UP! THAT'S AS A/6H | MILES А 
SECOND! NO ROCKET COULD BE и ROCKET WOULD As THE FUEL IT CARRIES 4 SECOND! 
HAVE TO CARRY / CAN PUSH /7.7 NOW 

FOUR HUNDRED AND ONE ( 008 HUNDRED <) JEFFREY'S DISCOVERY... 
TIMES /75 OWN WEIGHT (AWD ONE TONS OF 

IN FUEL £ LEE 


IM FAST ENOUGH TO ONE POINT ONE THAT COULD 
CALCULATE THAT SEVEN, TO ВЕ | GARRY TWO TONS 
ACCORDING TO YOUR OF FUEL FOR 


MR. GORLIN, USING 
V£FF#EY!S FUEL, YOU 
NEED ONLY BURN 
ABOUT 7WO POUNDS 
OF FUEL FOR EVERY 
POUND OF LOAD IN 
ORDER TO REACH 
ESCAPE VELOCITY, 








VELOCITY FUELS PROHIBITED /T “ZA TRIP ТО Д 

ED'S:.. MR. JEFFREYS... NEW FUEL Y THE MOON /S ҮҒАМЕ” THE FIRST SHIP, | THE AIR | МЕАМТІМЕ, 

HAS OPENED THE DOOR FOR (5.7 МОЮ ACTUALLY | 70 REACH THE MOON Á ? Á МЕ CAN KEEP 
AND WITH CROWN 0/45, ТНЕ FUEL 

FORMULA 


l | š J] А SECRET! 











9% 
| 



































L MUST ADMIT THAT IT DIDN'T ТАКЕ 
JEFFREYS AND CORLIN LONG TO 
CONVINCE ME f WITHIN A MONTH, 
CONSTRUCTION ON GROWN OIL 
COMPANY'S ROCKET-SHIP WAS 
BEGUN! AT A_STOCKHOLDERS' 
MEETING Y 


CRAZY, ROD! т 
THINK THIS ROCKET- 
SHIP BUSINESS 15 
SHEER MADNESS 


$ AXEL! I'M 
SO SURE OF 
THIS THING, 
ZW GOING 

ALONG 
MYSELF 


SINGE CONTROLLED SIXTY- 
NINE PERCENT OF CROWN OIL'S 
VOTING STOCK, THE REST OF THE 
STOCKHOLDERS WERE HELPLESS! 
THEY COULDN'T STOP ME! THE 
MORE THEY FOUGHT, THE MORE 

І WAS DETERMINED. 


HIS MIND I 
DEMAND HE BE 
EXAMINED TO 


PSYCHOLOGIST 

TO TEST MY 

SANITY, МЕ. 
BUDDINS/ 


А мо THEN, ABOUT A MONTH BEFORE THE GROwN- 


MOON- ROCKET WAS COMPLETED, IT HAPPENED THE 


RADIOS BLARED THE NEWS 


> EXPERTS SAY THAT THESE 
7 SIGNALS ARE EMINATING FROM 
THE PLANET VENUS. 








OORLIN GHEGKED! THEN НЕ REPORTED... 


THE ESCAPE VELOGITY FROM 
EARTH 15 SEVEN MILES PER 
SECOND! THE ESCAPE VELOCITY 
OF THE MOON 15 TWO M.P.S... 
BUT THE MOON HAS //0 ATMOSPHERE, 
HENCE FUEL WOULD BE USED IN 
BRAKING THE SHIP EQUAL TO 
THE MOON'S ESCAPE VELOCITY 
THAT MAKES IT FOUR M.P.S. FOR 
A GRAND TOTAL OF ELEVEN M.P.S 
ESCAPE VELOCITIES WE'D HAVE 
To OVERCOME 


CORLIN. COULD 
OUR SHIP REACH 


AND IF WE 

SUBSTITUTED 
VENUS FOR 
THE MOON? | 


BUT VENUS AAS АМ 
WE NEEDN'T WASTE 


SEVERAL TIMES TI 


SLOWED DOWN ENOUGH 


TO 64/2Ғ INF 


VENUS HAS AN ESCAPE VELOCITY 
ОЕ 5/Х POINT THREE М.Р. S. 


LANDING f WE COULD 0/904Ғ 
THROUGH ITS ATMOSPHERE 


YES, I EVEN UNDERWENT A SANITY 
TEST“ THE RESULTS WERE AS 1 
ЕХРЕОТЕ! 
GENTLEMEN! I 
FIND THAT МЕ, 
SIMON IS 
PERFECTLY 


OKAY,ROD' YOU 
WIN f BUT I 
STILL THINK 
YOU'RE NUTS / 


І.І THINK 50, ROD! 
I'D HAVE TO CHECK 


THEN DO WE HAVE 
ENOUGH FUEL 
TO МАКЕ UP THE 
ТЕО POINT 
THREE MILES 
ESCAPE VELOCITY 
DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN VENUS 
AND THE WOON? 


ATMOSPHERE! 
FUEL IN 


LL WE'D 





THEN МЕ CAN 
ро IT!OUR 
SHIP CARRIES 
EXACTLY 
SEVEN TIMES 


HMM! LET'S SEE! WE'D NEED 
ENOUGH FUEL TO OVERCOME 
THIRTEEN POINT THREE MILES 
PER SECOND ESCAPE VELO- 
С/7/Е57ТНАТ WOULD MEAN A 
MASS RATIO OF ALMOST 


OF FUEL FOR EACH POUND 
OF SHIP .. 


NATURALLY THE NEWSPAPERS 
MADE A BIG PLAY OUT OF OUR 
CHANGE IN PLANS... 


ъ^ EXTRA. АД INDUSTRIALIST 


Ано THE STOCKHOLDERS'S 
SCREAMS OF OBJECTION STARTED 


CORLIN! WE RE GOING TO VENUS! 
IF THERE'S L/FE THERE...A ND 
BE SHAVING, | THERE MAY BE,ACCORDING TO THESE 
IT CLOSE А SIGNALS WE'VE BEEN RECEIVING.. 
THINK OF THE RECEPTION WE'LL 


YES! BUT 
THAT WOULD 


Вит WE WENT ANYWAY f ON JUNE 3, 
1954, THE GROWN-VENUS- ROCKET 
TOOK OFF FROM EARTH... 


$400,000, ооо 
р 0/SCARDED! ‘WILL CHECK < PPUT IN АМ /NSANE/ OF THE СОМ- 
= O | диим 

Рр. ç 


PANY'S MONEY... 
DOWN THE 
DRAIN! HE'S 
OFF HIS 
ROCKER 


І WON'T BORE YOU WITH THE DETAILS OF THE 
UNEVENTFUL FALL THROUGH SPACE TOWARD THE 
GLOUD-GOVERED PLANET LET ME JUST WARN YOU!/IF 
YOU EVER МАКЕ THE TRIP, #/?//б PLENTY 70 READ 
WE'RE ENTERING HER 
GRAVITATIONAL FIELD. 
START THE ELL/PTICAL 
APPROACH PATTERN. 





THE ELLIPTIGAL APPROAGH PATTERN Ўт CAN'T SEE: 
LOOKS LIKE THIS THIS IS A ROUGH | THE SCREEN 
DIAGRAM, BUT SERVES TO ILLUSTRATE Û) 15 244007 
THE METHOD WE USED IN CUTTING THE CLOUD 
OUR SPEED f BY THE TIME WE HIT LAYER 15 
THE CLOUD LAYER, VENUS'S UPPER 


6000 1080: 
WHAT IF THIS 
CLOUD LAYER 
EXTENDS 
DIRECTLY 


Too DENSE. 70 THE 
ATMOSPHERE HAD SLOWED US 


ر 


SURFACE 


AND VENUS'S WINDSWEPT BARREN SURFACE RUSHED THE NEXT THING I KNEW, I WAS LYING FAGE DOWN- 
UP AT US! І TRIED ТО GUN THE SHIP... BUT... WARD IN THE DRY SAND! SUDDENL: 


I LOOKED AROUND! VENUS'S PARGHED AND BURN- 
ING WASTES STRETCHED OUT BEFORE ME AS FAR 
2 2 as І COULD SEE! I STARTED RUNNING ...SGREAMING... 
6002 LORD 


HELP МЕТ 5ОМЕОМЕ” HELP МЕ? 
THEY WERE E ЕЕ 
IDE! 4 


5,54 








VENUS'S ATMOSPHERE WAS SREATHABLE / WE'D 
BROUGHT ALONG SPACE - SUITS... BUT І WASN'T 


THINKING ABOUT THAT NOW ' І WAS FRIGHTENED... 
MAROONED ON THIS STRANGE BARREN PLANET f AND 
THEN I SAW IT ON THE HORIZON A C/ZY. 
А CIVILIZATIONS THANK 
600 f ГМ 54/0” 





A FEW VENUSIANS GATHERED 
AROUND ME/ THEY SEEMED UNIM- 
PRESSED WITH WHAT І WAS 
SANG F7 /STEN TO ME! 
I'M FROM EARTH. 


[THERE ARE OTHER VENUSIANS IN THIS ROOM WITH 7 
ME TWIGE А DAY, FOOD IS DELIVERED TO US 
THROUGH THAT DOOR! I'VE BEEN HERE TWO YEARS 
NOW! I'VE EVEN LEARNED THEIR LANGUAGE! 

WANT TO KNOW WHAT THEY'RE SAYING...? 


I was TOO SHOGKED TO REALIZE HOW LUCKY 1 WAS! 









FINALLY ONE OF THEM TOOK ME 
BY THE ARM AND LED ME TO AN 
OFFICIAL- LOOKING STRUCTURE 


I STUMBLED INTO THE CITY! THE BUILDINGS WERE 
WEIRD, BUT THE CREATURES MOVING ABOUT IN THE 
STREETS WERE HUMANOID YES! //МАМ0/07 THEY 


LOOKED JUST L/KE HUMAN BEING. 
% 


<5ОМЕВООУ” HELP ИЕ? IVE 
JUST COME IN А SPACE-SHIP 
I'M FROM EARTH... UP THERE... 











THE GREATURE GUIDED МЕ DOWN А 
LONG CORRIDOR TO AN IMPRESSIVE 
DOOR А5 І ENTERED 





Р: М FROM ғ; М FROM У"; м “лвв | 
EARTH... 
THE THIRD 
PLANET 


EARTH... РВОМ BABBLE.. 
UP THERE EARTH 15 А 
VENUSI/AN 
INSANE 
ASYLUM f 
AND 77/8 15 
THE ROOM THAT 
HOUSES /ERANGED 
ü VEWUSIANS мно 
INSIST THEY'RE! 
FROM EARTH 


